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Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 





A Source of Grace and Comfort for All Christians. 


" iH EVOTION to the sorrows of Mary has ever been a 
Axe 4 favorite devotion of the faithful. It has obtained 
iS <1 V the approbation of the Church and was intro- 
\ duced into the missal and breviary. Two special 
feasts have been appointed in honor of the sor- 

= rows of Mary, one occurs in autumn, the middle 
of September, and the other on the Friday of Passion week. The 
rosary of the seven dolors, and a number of other devotions to 
the Mother of Sorrows, are enriched with numerous indulgences. 
How touching is not the beautiful hymn, Stabat Mater dolorosa. 
The Church spared no pains to induce her children to venerate 
the sufferings of our Heavenly Mother. Holy Church has chosen 
seven of her sorrows for our special devotion, and designated these 
for the mysteries of the sorrowful rosary. They are as follows: 
Simeon’s prophecy; the flight into Egypt; the loss of the Child 
Jesus in the temple; Mary meeting Jesus carrying His cross; the 
crucifixion; the taking down of the body of Jesus from the cross, 
and the burial of Jesus. 
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Many saints practiced special devotion to the Mother of Sor- 
rows. Father Faber says it were not difficult to compile a whole 
book of visions and revelations regarding the sorrows of Mary. 
St. Bridget relates in her seventh book of revelations that in the 
church of St. Mary Major in Rome, she beheld in a vision the high 
esteem in which the sorrows of Mary are held in heaven. Veronica 
of Binasco had several revelations concerning this devotion. Once 
when St. Catherine of Bologna wept bitterly over the sorrows of 
Mary, she suddenly beheld seven angels near her who were also 
weeping and mingling their tears with hers. 


Do Not Forget the Sufferings of Your Mother! 


Do not forget the sufferings of your Mother! When old 
Tobias supposed that his end was near, he called his son and gave 
him wise counsels. Regarding his mother he admonished him in 
this touching manner: “Honor thy mother all the days of her life; 
for thou must be mindful what and how great perils she suffered 
for thee” (Tob. iv. 3-4). Truly, this is a beautiful lesson regarding 
our earthly Mother. But it may be applied still more appropriately 
to Mary, our spiritual and heavenly Mother. From the cross our 
Savior gave her to each one of us for our Mother, saying, “Behold 
thy Mother” (John xix. 27). 

To you likewise, dear Christian, our Lord says: Honor thy 
Mother all the days of thy life and be mindful of how much she 
suffered for thee. It is on account of the exceedingly great sorrows 
and sufferings which Mary endured for our salvation, that she 
deserves our compassion and highest esteem. If our own mother 
suffers much and for a long time, and we sympathize with her, 
we show that we love and esteem her, and our mother in return 
loves us all the more tenderly. It is the same with Mary, our 
Heavenly Mother. She is inexpressibly pleased if her children like 
to think frequently of her sorrows and if they sympathize with her. 
The Mother of God once said to St. Bridget, “I gaze about at all 
the children of men to see whether anyone feels compassion for 
me, but I see but few. If many forget, you, my daughter, do not 
forget me; consider how much I have suffered.” 


Mary, Queen of Martyrs. 


Holy Church applies these words of Jeremias to the sorrows 
of Mary: “O all ye that pass by the way, attend and see if there 
be any sorrow like to my sorrow. To what shall I compare thee, 
or to what shall I liken thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? For great 
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as the seais thy destruction: who shall heal thee?” (Lam. i. 12; ii. 13) 
The Church calls Mary, the Queen of martyrs, for, according to the 
doctrine of saints, she suffered more than all martyrs together. 
Although her body was not bruised by the hand of the executioner, 
yet her heart was pierced by the sorrow of compassion with her 
Divine Son, a sorrow sufficiently great to effect a thousandfold 


death. 
Richard of St. Victor says, “In other martyrs, the intensity 


of their love mitigated their sufferings; but with Mary it was 
different; the more she loved the more she suffered, and the 
greater was her martyrdom.” Saint Anselm declares the same, 
saying, “Whatever tortures were inflicted on the bodies of the 
martyrs is but little compared to thy sufferings, O Mother!” St. 
Basil says, “As the sun surpasses all the stars in lustre, so the 
sorrows of Mary surpass all the tortures of the martyrs.” The 
martyrdom of Mary was long, for she was, according to Simeon’s 
prophecy, enlightened with regard to all the future oneings of © 
her Divine Son. 

Even more. For fifteen years after the death of Bie Son, the 
passion of our Lord was renewed in her. It was revealed to Mary 
of Agreda that after the ascension of her Son, Mary suffered inex- 
pressibly every Friday, like those privileged souls who were favored 
with the sacred Stigmata. All these sufferings Mary endured for 
love of us. Her consolation at the sufferings of her Son was that 
through His death we would be redeemed. Mary offered her Son 
willingly for our salvation, yes, the sacrifice she brought in union 
with Him was so great that St. Alphonsus says of it, “Two hung on 
onecross.” How much do we not oweto Mary. Indeed, gratitude 
should urge us to venerate the sorrows of Mary in a special 


manner. 
An Order of the Sorrowful Mother. 


We may conclude how much Mary desires that we venerate 
her sorrows from the fact, that she wished to have an Order in 
the Church which had this veneration for its object. Devotion 
to the sorrows of Mary was practiced in the Church at all times, 
which is proved by numerous passages from the writings of the holy 
Fathers, by prayers, pictorial representations and touching hymns. 
But God desired that devotion to the sorrows of the Mother of 
His Son should remain an abiding practice among all the faithful. 

An Order was therefore called into existence whose special 
object should be to foster devotion to the sorrows of Mary. The 
Mother of Sorrows entrusted the establishment of this Order to 
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seven noblemen of Florence. In 1233, on Good Friday, as to- 
gether they were meditating on the passion of our Lord and the 
sufferings of His Blessed Mother, Mary appeared to them in 
inexpressible beauty, accompanied by hosts of angels. Some of 
the angels carried the instruments of our Lord’s passion, others 
bore black garments in their hands. One of the angels had 
an open book, the rule of St. Augustine, another held in his right 
hand the title of the new Order, “Servants of Mary,” in letters 
of gold, and in his left hand a palm. The Blessed Virgin invested 
them with the black garment — it was the black scapular. 
While these saintly men were enraptured at what they be- 
held, they heard these words from the lips of the Blessed Virgin: 
“I have come, my elect servants, to comfort you in reply to your 
earnest petitions. Behold this garment; wear it in future. The 


black color should continually remind you of the sorrows which . 


I experienced this day at the death of my Son. Let this rule of 
St. Augustine be your rule of conduct for life, and the palm which 
you behold, announces to you the glory that awaits you in heaven 
if you serve me faithfully here on earth.” 

These holy founders, the “Servants of Mary,” or “Servites,” 
did !as Mary badethem. Their spiritual sons propagated the de- 
votion to the sorrows of Mary with great zeal. But in order that 
people living in the world might likewise participate in their merits 
and good works, they gave them black scapulars of the Order. 
At present this scapular is combined with the so-called fivefold 
scapular. There are many graces and benefits connected with 
the devout wearing of this scapular, but we must also fulfill 
the object for which it is intended, viz., frequently venerate the 
sorrows of Mary. This should be done especially on Fridays. 


Devotion to the Sorrows of Mary, a Source 
of Special Graces. 


Devotion to the sorrows of Mary is a source of great graces 
because it is so pleasing to our Divine Lord. Many holy writers 
say that through her sufferings, Mary placed an obligation on her 
Son, as it were, which gives her the right and the power to receive 
what she asks of Him. As soon as we begin to be mindful of the 
sorrows of His Mother, we draw our Savior to ourselves. “He is 
at the disposal of those,” says St: Bernard, “who devoutly meditate 
on the sufferings of His Mother.” Our Lord said to Veronica of 
Binasco, “My daughter, the tears which you shed in compassion 
for My sufferings are pleasing to Me, but bear in mind that on 














account of My excessive love for My Mother, the tears you shed 
in compassion for her sufferings are still more precious.” 

Father Huber says, “There are few devotions for which our 
Savior made greater promises than for this, and there are very 
few devotions more pleasing to our dear Lord.” St. Ignatius, 
founder of the Society of Jesus, constantly carried an image of the 
Mother of Sorrows on his bosom. 

Through her martyrdom, Mary has become especially a com- 
fortress of the afflicted. Who can count all the images and pietas 
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the world over, which represent Mary as the Mother of Sorrows. 
Who can enumerate the miracles and graces conferred at these 
holy shrines upon the suffering and burdened-down Christian. 
Therefore let us deeply engrave on our hearts the sorrows of 
Mary, and when the hand of the Lord lays the heavy cross on 
our shoulders, then may we take refuge to Mary sorrowful, and 
we shall feel consolation and strength to carry the cross patiently. 
Devotion to the sorrows of Mary should be practiced especially by 
souls who wish to arise from the sleep of sin. This devotion 
nourishes the spirit of compunction, affords great consolation, 
Strengthens the confidence in God’s mercy, draws upon us the 
special protection of the Blessed Mother in the hour of temptation, 
and preserves the converted sinner from relapsing into sin. 

The great apostleship of prayer, which was organized in 
England for the conversion of that country, invokes Mary as the 
Mother of Sorrows. The fruits of this society are so great, that 
annually 10,000 Protestants return to the true fold. Anyone 
who will but make a trial of this devotion will experience that 
the Blessed Virgin will not leave a single Hail Mary unrewarded. 
And those who implore her aid in virtue of her sufferings, may 
surely expect her assistance. It seems that this devotion is destined 
by heaven to avert or at least to mitigate God’s punishment from 
mankind in these present dreadful times. 


Through This Devotion We Obtain a Happy Death. 


The death-chamber is the special sphere of activity for our 
Heavenly Mother, and those who are in their last agony are her 
dying children. We read of numberless instances in the lives of 
the saints and devout souls when Mary appeared to them and 
aided them visibly. Our Divine Lord revealed to St. Bridget, that 
on account of the compassion His Blessed Mother felt for Him 
at His death, she became the Mother of all men, especially of the 
dying. In the infinite love of the Holy Spirit Mary became the 
Mother of God and through her suffering and compassion, great 
as the ocean, Mary became our Mother. Through her presence 
at the death of her Son, she merited the grace to give special 
assistance to all her children. Happy the soul who is protected 
and defended by Mary. 

The Blessed Virgin requested Mary of Agreda to pray much 
for the dying, as their sufferings and perils are very great. There 
are sinners in their last agony who have but a few more moments 
in which to save their souls from eternal perdition. There are 
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just who are fighting their last battle to retain the fruits of a devout 
and holy life. The rage and deceit of hell, the remembrance of the 
sins committed, the uncertainty of being in the state of grace, the 
terrors of the unknown future —all unite to press and burden 
down the soul. But the person who has been devoted to the 
Mother of God, and especially to her sorrows, will not be deserted. 
Mary has rescued innumerable souls from hell even at the last 
moment. St. Alphonsus says that whosoever dies while loving 
God and pronouncing the name of Mary cannot be lost. 

The Ven. Vincent Palozzi, who during the last century died 
at Rome in the odor of sanctity, had great devotion to the Mother 
of Sorrows. In 1832, when he learned of the beautiful devotion, 
“Daily homages in honor of the Sorrowful Mother,” he was so 
pleased with it, and conceived such love and confidence to Mary 
sorrowful that he applied himself with all possible energy to spread 
this devotion. He had many thousands of leaflets of this prayer 
printed in Latin, and made it an obligation, for the priests of his 
community to recite it daily. He also had thousands of them 
printed in the Italian tongue. Later on he had it translated into 
other languages. His desire was to have these prayers translated 
into every language and circulated all over the world, as a source 
of inestimable blessings to all people. 

In the acts of beatification of this servant of God the following 
incident is related: The evil spirit once declared by the mouth 
of a possessed person, that no one who during life practiced 
devotion to Mary sorrowful, has yet been lost. Moreover, the evil 
spirits had been commanded by God, not to assail with tempta- 
tions in the hour of death those who had faithfully practiced this 
devotion. This venerable servant of God was so convinced of 
the truth of this communication, that he ever mentioned it in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin and for the benefit of the faithful. 
What a consolation for us to know, that the ever Blessed Virgin 
will assist us in the hour of death if we bear in our heart a loving 
and compassionate remembrance of her sorrows. 


The foregoing article, “Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows,” is well adapted 
for wide circulation and distribution among the faithful. We have it in smal] 
book-form containing also a number of select and beautiful prayers to the Sor- 
rowful Mother. Two copies, five cents, per 100 copies, $2.00. 


A Grand Book. 


The best book imaginable for the holy Lenten season is, 
without doubt, the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelations of the servant of God, Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
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The sufferings of our Divine Savior and His Blessed Mother are 
therein described in so sublime, so true and so pathetic a manner, 
that one must needs have a heart of stone not to be touched and 
moved to most profound compassion in reading it. 

With the aid of this incomparable book it is certainly not 
difficult to spend the Lenten season profitably and to meditate de- 
voutly on the passion of Christ. Concerning the merit of medita- 
ting on our Lord’s passion, St. Augustine says, “One tear shed in 
memory of the sufferings of Christ, outweighs a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem, and a year’s fasting on bread and water.” Bl. Albertus 
Magnus writes, “To meditate devoutly every day on the passion 
of Christ, is more beneficial than to fast every Friday of the year 
on bread and water, to scourge oneself to blood and to recite all 
the psalms from beginning to end.” 

St. Bernard exclaims, “I call it wisdom to meditate on the 
sufferings of our Lord; in Him I find the riches of salvation and 
the fullness of merit; one time I derive from Him a salutary bitter- 
ness, another time, the sweetest consolation.” 

In order to secure the widest possible circulation, this book 
will be sent to the readers of our magazine for the low price of 
$1.00. We have printed this book in the English language, the 
version is accurate and excellent. It can also be had in the original, 
in the German language. The same book sold through a book 
firm would cost $1.50. Our readers have the wholesale price. 
Every Catholic family ought to procure a copy of it. A fine book 
for a present to your friends or relatives whose spiritual welfare 
you have at heart. 


we 


Whence Have You the Strength? 

HE hospital of Machou at Rheims, which was in charge of a 
highly qualified and intelligent Mother Superior, was noti- 
fied that a committee was about to inspect the house. The 

superior received the message with evident joy. “How fortu- 
nate,” she exclaimed; “nothing suits me better. If the gentlemen 
see for themselves in what a pitiable condition our poor patients 
are, they will certainly give them liberal aid.” 

She received the committee very cordially and accompanied 

them on their round of inspection through the wards of the 
patients, all of whom were afflicted with disgusting and offensive 
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diseases. In the first ward the gentlemen turned up their noses 
and hurried out. In the second, they grew pale, and in the third, 
they pulled out their handkerchiefs and held them to their noses. — 
They were moved to pity and disgust when they left, and tears 
glistened in the eyes of more than one. 

“Sister, how long a time have you endured this horror?” 
asked one of them sympathetically. 

“Forty years, sir.” 

“And whence have you the strength and courage to spend 
your life in such a place?” asked another filled with admiration. 

“From Holy Communion which I have the happiness of 
receiving every day. I will tell you, gentlemen, that were the 
Blessed Sacrament taken from us, not a soul could stand it another 
day.” 

Admirable answer! Admirable deed! And these beautiful 
blossoms of Christian charity are not seldom found. In every 
hospital or asylum we find religious who with inexpressible 
charity and for love of Christ, show their greatest solicitude to 
the poorest and most disgusting of their charges. 


wer 


“God Is Not Mocked.” 





T must be a punishment from God!” This remark, gravely 
| spoken, is often heard from the lips of Christians who are 

penetrated with a lively faith, when the news of some great 
public calamity is spread throughout the world. Who does not 
remember the collision of the “Titanic” with an iceberg a few 
years ago, when 1500 lives were lost? 

The Titanic, the gigantic steamer, lay in the great dock-yards of 
Belfast, Ireland, impatiently awaiting her first plunge into the 
waves. So powerfully built was this grand vessel that its proud 
admirers supposed the fiercest storm would be to it as a gentle 
breeze. Among the hundreds of laborers employed in its con- 
ftruction were a great many infidels and blasphemers. These 
latter inscribed, with awful insolence, many abominable blasphe- 
mies upon the hull of the colossal steel structure. For example 
in one place were the words: “Neither God nor Pope.” In an- 
other, even the power of Christ was challenged by the words: 
“Christ Himself cannot make it sink.” Some of these blasphemous 
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expressions are too horrid to be mentioned. Several were in- 
scribed with white lead, and although the vessel was painted over, 
these inscriptions became afterwards somewhat visible and legible. 

In a letter to his parents, a Catholic officer of the Titanic 
who had read with his own eyes many of these horrible inscrip- 
tions, wrote as follows: “I am convinced that, because of the 
terrible blasphemies that cover its frame, this Seamer will never 
reach America.” This letter is preserved by his parents, who live 
in Dublin, as a last remembrance of their son, who went down 
with the unhappy ship to the bottom of the ocean. 

The blasphemers thought the vessel would, in defiance of 
God, cross the ocean year after year. While an eager public 
anxiously awaited the news of the first triumphant landing of the 
Titanic in America, the message came that the gigantic liner had 
foundered. A collision with an iceberg had been sufficient to 
sink the proud vessel with its blasphemous inscriptions to the 
bottom of the sea. Truly, “God is not mocked.” 


mez 
“This is the Right Hand of Your Child.” 





HE worthy pastor of the church of St. Peter and St. Paul at 
S... had some disagreement with one of the wealthy mem- 
bers of his congregation. The bishop transferred the priest 

at his own request to another parish. On the day when the pastor 
took his departure, the man came to the rectory and asked to speak 
to the old pastor. Father H., the new priest, who was acquainted 
with the circumstances, admonished the man to give up his feelings 
of hatred, but the latter insisted on seeing the old priest once 
more. Father H. told him that he had already gone to the depot. 

The man went to the depot and seeing the priest, approached 

him and before all the by-standers struck him a blow in the face. 
The priest turned round and said, “This is the right hand of your 
child.” The man went home and found his child, his daughter, 
paralyzed in her right hand and arm. The father, overcome by 
remorse, took the next train for the place to which the priest 
had gone, and casting himself at the latter’s feet begged forgive- 
ness. The priest replied that he had long ago forgiven him. Then 
the man begged him to heal his child. The priest replied, “Can 
you undo your act, can you take back the blow in the face of 
the priest? If so, your child will be healed.” S. H. 








The Holy Father’s Prayer for Peace. 


A Plenary Indulgence Granted. 





Decree for March 21st. 


IS Holiness, our Sovereign Lord, Pope Benedict XV., 
in deep affliction at sight of a war which destroys 
thousands of young lives, brings misery to fami. 
lies and cities, and rushes flourishing nations to 
the brink of ruin, yet bearing in mind that AIl- 
mighty God, whose prerogative it is to heal by 

chastisement and through pardon to preserve, is moved by the 

prayers which spring from humble and contrite hearts, desires 
ardently that above the clang of arms may be heard the voice 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity, alone capable of welding together 
the hearts of men in one mind and one spirit. Therefore, while 
he exhorts the faithful of the whole world to works of mortifica- 
tion and piety in expiation of the sins by which we have called 
down upon ourselves the just wrath of God, the Holy Father 
has ordained that throughout the Catholic Church solemn prayers 
shall be offered in order to obtain from the mercy of Almighty 

God the peace which all desire. 

For this purpose it is hereby decreed that in every Metro- 
political, Cathedral, Parochial and Conventual church in all Eu- 
ropean countries, on the 7th day of February next, (being the 
Sunday called Sexagesima) and in all dioceses situated outside 
of Europe on the 21st day of March (being Passion Sunday and 
also the feast of St. Benedict), there shall be celebrated special 
religious functions in the following order: 

In the morning, immediately after the Conventual or Paro- 
chial Mass, the Most Blessed Sacrament shall be exposed with all 
solemnity, and duly incensed; after which the psalm Miserere mei, 




















Deus (Ps. 50) shall be sung with the antiphon: “Da pacem, 
Domine, in diebus no&tris, quia non e&t alius qui pugnet pro nobis 
nisi tu, Deus noSter, followed by the V. Fiat pax in virtute tua. 
R. Et abundantia in turribus tuis; and the oration: Deus, a quo 
sanéta desideria, etc. 

The Most Blessed Sacrament shall then remain exposed to 
public veneration till evening; and it is desirable that arrangements 
be made whereby children should take due part in the public 
adoration. 

In the evening, previous to the deposition of the Most Blessed 
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Sacrament, the third part of the rosary is to be recited followed 
by the prayer, expressly composed by His Holiness to obtain 
the benefit of peace; then the Litanies of the Saints, according 
to the form prescribed for the devotion of the Forty Hours’ Prayer 
in the Rituale Romanum of the year 1913. Immediately after 
the Litanies shall be sung the Parce, Domine, parce populo tuo; 
ne in aeternum irascaris nobis, with the versicles and prayer 
usually recited after the procession in quacumque tribulatione as 
in the Rituale Romanum, with the addition of the collect, Deus 
a quo sanéta desideria. The sacred function shall conclude with 
the Tantum Ergo and benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
more solito. 

In the hope that Almighty God may pour forth in yet greater 
abundance His divine grace, the Sovereign Pontiff exhorts the 
faithful to approach the sacrament of penance and to receive 
Holy Communion, and grants to all those who, after confession 
and Communion, shall assist at one or other of the sacred func- 
tions as above ordered, or shall pray for some time before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament while solemnly exposed, a Plenary In- 


dulgence. From the Vatican, January 10, 1915. 
PETER CARDINAL GASPARRI, 


Secretary of State. 


PRAYER. 


“Dismayed by the horrors of a war which is bringing ruin 
to peoples and nations, we turn, O Jesus, to Thy most loving 
Heart as to our last hope. 


“O God of mercy, with tears we invoke Thee to end this 
fearful scourge; O King of peace, we humbly. implore the 
peace for which we long. 


“From Thy Sacred Heart Thou didst shed forth over the 
whole world divine charity, so that discord might end and 
love alone might reign among men. 


“During Thy life on earth Thy Heart beat with tender 
compassion for the sorrows of men; in this hour made terri- 
ble with burning hate, with blood-shed and with slaughter, 
once more may Thy Divine Heart be moved to pity. 


“Pity the countless mothers in anguish for the fate of 
their sons; pity the numberless families now bereaved of their 
fathers; pity Europe over which broods such havoc and 
disaster. 
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“Do Thou inspire rulers and peoples with counsels of 
meekness, do Thou heal the discords that tear the nations 
asunder; Thou who didst shed Thy precious blood that they 
might live as brothers, bring men together once more in loving 
harmony. 

“And as once before to the cry of the Apostle Peter: 
‘Save us, Lord, we perish,’ Thou didst answer with words of 
mercy and didst still the raging waves, so now deign to hear 
our trustful prayer, and give back to the world peace and 
tranquility. 

“And do thou, O most holy Virgin, as in other times of 
sore distress, be now our help, our protection and our safe- 


guard. Amen. 
ez 


A Bridge of Ice across the St. Lawrence. 





EV. R. H. a Jesuit Father of Canada, writing to a friend, a 
former fellow-student of his, in a letter of August 14, 1882, 
related a most remarkable incident, which is well adapted 

to inspire love and confidence in the hearts of the clients of 
St. Joseph. 

“Before leaving here,” he said, “I will relate to you an 
incident that took place in our parish which is in charge of the 
French Jesuits. As the population of this country is rapidly 
increasing, the church which our Fathers had built became too 
small. It was therefore decided to erect a new and spacious 
building. To carry out our plan was a rather arduous task as 
the new church was to be a beautiful stone edifice. In Canada, on 
account of the abundance of timber, many churches are built of 
wood, which makes them less expensive. We, however, had 
decided to put up a beautiful and durable building, a stone church, 
for, truly, God, the Lord of heaven and earth, who bestows so 
many benefits on us poor creatures, deserves that we erect a worthy 
dwelling for Him, a magnificent temple, even at the cost of great 
toil and exertion. 

“As no good stone for building purposes could be procured 
in this locality, it was necessary to get the material from across 
the St. Lawrence river which is very wide. Here was the difficulty. 
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It was a great distance to the quarries and there was ‘no bridge 
across the wide stream. We then decided to wait until winter,. 
supposing that when the usual severe weather set in, the river 
would freeze, and our teams could then safely drive back and 
forth across the river. 

“The winter of 1881 came. November passed and December 
but we failed to get ice. January and February did not freeze 
the river. It was now March and Still the river was open. Now 
we began to storm St. Joseph, more fervently and with greater 
confidence than before, — but, apparently there was to be no ice 
on the river this winter. At length our prayers to St. Joseph 
were answered in the following manner. 

“On a Wednesday morning, all the parishioners came to 
Mass. They appeared in their working clothes and had brought 
their teams with them. Right after Mass the whole big procession 
of wagons teamsters and workmen fell in line to cross to the 
opposite shore of the St. Lawrence. On the previous night the 
ice from the upper Great Lakes had swum along, and had formed 
for us a strong, fast frozen bridge of ice, or rather a perfedly 
passable street of ice. It was really wonderful to see how directly 
the shores were connected by this street, which was only as wide 
as was necessary for the teams to pass back and forth. 

“This street seemed so evidently to have been built by God’s 
Providence, that the people on the opposite shore asked permission 
to use it, as they supposed without permission from those who 
had prayed so fervently to St. Joseph, the ice would give way 
beneath them. It is also very remarkable, that as soon as the last 
wagonload of heavy stones had been brought over, the ice suddenly 
began to break and to separate, and the useful bridge of ice 
swam away.” 

a 


A practical carpenter, a first-class worker, could find steady 
employment with the Benedictine Sisters at Clyde, Mo. Oppor- 
tunity will be given to hear Mass daily. He has to be a good 
Catholic, not married, and must be inclined, for the honor of 
God, to work a little cheaper. 

None but a good worker, who knows his business, should 
apply, as otherwise he cannot hold the job. Letters to be ad- 


dressed to 
REV. P. LUKAS, 


Benedictine Convent, ‘Clyde, Mo. 











Excellence of Devotion to St. Joseph, 
the Worthy Spouse of Mary. 


XCELLENT is the devotion to this glorious 
patriarch, first, because his power with the Son 
of God is so great, that Jesus, who obeyed him 
upon earth as His foster-father, cannot, appar- 
ently, refuse him anything. This was expressed 
by the seraphic St. Theresa who cherished an 

ardent veneration for St. Joseph her beloved heavenly patron. She 

says: “Although I venerate many of the saints, yet my devotion 
to St. Joseph is specially great because he obtains so much from 

God. It seems our Lord wishes to grant every request St. Joseph 

makes to Him, who was subject to Mary and Joseph. I would like 

to persuade all men to practice fervent devotion to this glorious 
saint, because | know from experience how much he can obtain 


from God.” 





Esteemed by Mary. 


Secondly, we may conclude how excellent devotion to St. 
Joseph is, from the fact, that he is so highly esteemed by Mary, - 
the Mother of God, to whom he rendered such great services 
during life. Mary loved her spouse tenderly here on earth, how 
much more must she love him now in heaven. The Queen of 
Heaven was subject to St. Joseph, she called him her master and 
obeyed him as her rightful husband — not for a moment did she 
swerve from fulfilling his wishes. Can she now refuse him anything 
when he makes intercession with her for his clients? She will 
certainly grant his every request. 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 243 
In All Needs. 


The excellence of this devotion consists, thirdly, in this, that 
other saints aid their clients in one kind of need or another, but 
St. Joseph, as experience teaches, can aid us in every need. For 
this we also have the testimony of St. Theresa. “It seems,” she 
says, “that God grants to other saints the privilege of aiding in 
some certain need, this glorious saint, however, I have found to 
be an unfailing helper in every necessity. I do not recall a single 
instant in which he failed to grant my petition. Others whom | 
have advised to recommend themselves to him, have made the 
same experience.” 


Close Connection of Two Devotions. 


The fourth reason why devotion to St. Joseph is so excellent, is 
its close connection with the devotion to the Blessed Virgin. These 
two devotions are so closely united that they can scarcely be 
separated; for whosoever venerates the Blessed Virgin must also 
love and esteem St. Joseph, her beloved spouse, to whom she 
was so tenderly devoted here on earth and whom she now loves 
so inexpressibly in heaven. 


Great Favors and Graces. 


Another reason why .devotion to St. Joseph is so excellent is 
because of the numerous and great favors and graces which 
this glorious patriarch bestows on his clients in dangers of soul 
and body. St. Theresa assures us of this, saying: “I marvel at 
the great favors I received from God through this holy father, and 
at thought of the dangers of body and soul from which he delivered 
me. Were I able to wield a pen I would gladly relate in detail 
all the benefits which St. Joseph has bestowed on me and on 
others. Those who do not believe my words, | beg for the love 
of God to make a trial for themselves. They will truly experience 
of how great benefit it is to recommend themselves to this dear 
saint and to venerate him devoutly. 


Spiritual Progress. 


Devotion to St. Joseph is commendable, moreover, because 
it promotes spiritual progress. The same St. Theresa expresses 
herself in this regard as follows: “I have never known anyone 
who was specially devoted to St. Joseph who at the same time 
did not make marked progress in virtue. It is of great benefit 
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therefore to souls to commend themselves to him. For several 
years | have asked St. Joseph for some special favor on his 
feast, and have always obtained it.” Similar experiences were 
made by Sister Elenora of St. Jerome, a discalced Carmelite, and 
by the venerable P. Jerome Gratian of the Mother of God. 


In Danger of Death. 


A seventh reason for the beauty of this devotion is, that 
St. Joseph proves himself to be a true friend and a powerful 
intercessor in the hour of death for those who faithfully venerate 
him. If ever we need the protection of heaven, it is in the hour of 
death, when the evil spirit does his utmost to bewilder, to terrify 
and to ruin us. What a consolation if in our last hour St. Joseph 
aids and comforts us by his powerful intercession. 


Zeal in Prayer. 


Finally, devotion to St. Joseph is a powerful means for all 
those who love to pray, to obtain the gift of prayer. St. Teresa 
says again: “Those persons especially who are devoted to a life 
of prayer, should be ever more and more devoted to St. Joseph. 
Anyone needing a master and instructor in the art of prayer, let 
him choose this glorious saint for his teacher, and he will not 


go astray.” 
mea 


The Fatal Medicine. 

DEVOUT and charitable lady had a private drug store in a 
A certain city, where she prepared medicines for poor people 

who had not the means to buy them. One day a young 
man entered and showing a paper begged to have some medicine 
for his mother who was seriously ill. After the kind lady had read 
the prescription, she hastened to fill it out, so as not keep the sick 
woman waiting. 

A few moments after the young man had left, the druggist 
noticed to her great consternation that she had made a mistake and 
used a drug which most likely would prove fatal to the patient. 
At the thought that through her carelessness she might be the 
cause of the woman’s death, she was seized with a nervous tremb- 
ling, cold perspiration poured from her forehead, and she was on 
the verge of despair.. What should she do? Could she run after 
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the young man? Alas, he had hastened away quickly and she 
knew not which direction he had taken. 

Unable to find a means to prevent the terrible misfortune, she 
threw herself before a statue of St. Joseph which Stood in a little 
niche of the drug store and said with lively confidence, “Great 
Saint, to thee I take my refuge in this extreme distress; thou art 
the hope of the unfortunate, the comfort of the afflicted, come 
to my assistance and rectify my imprudent act.” 

A short time after this fervent prayer to him who is never 
invoked in vain, the terrified lady heard a rap at the door. She 
shuddered and trembled, fearing that a message had already come 
telling of the death of the unfortunate woman. When she opened 
the door, the same young man entered. He was much confused 
and tears stood in his eyes. 

“Pardon, madame,” he said much afflicted, “but I had the 
misfortune to break the little bottle of medicine which you gave 
me, every drop ran out.” 

We can imagine the joy of the druggist when she heard this 
consoling news. She now prepared the proper remedy and 
thanked St. Joseph a thousand times for answering her prayer so 
promptly and rendering the fatal medicine harmless. 


ee 


A Hint for Many an Unhappy Mother. 





VICTIM to the vice of drunkenness, has great difficulty in 
breaking himself of his evil habit. It requires a special 
grace from heaven, but St. Joseph has frequently obtained 

this grace when his aid was earnestly implored. A priest, refer- 
ring to this subject, sent the following communication to the 
“Annals of Devotion to St. Joseph.” 

“It has often been said that a drunkard will never be con- 
verted. This is taught to a great extent by experience, and in my 
youth I often heard this assertion made in sermons. Discouraged 
at this saying, many a drunkard may have said to himself: 
“Gladly would I break myself of this degrading vice, but it’s no 
use trying, a drunkard can not be cured.” 

“However, four thorough conversions of this class which have 
come to my notice, make it impossible for me to make further 
use of this saying on the pulpit, and a fifth conversion directly 
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forbids me to despair of the conversion of drunkards, especially 
if the great St. Joseph is invoked. 

“A God-fearing woman had for a long time been grieving 
and lamenting on account of the excesses of her husband. He 
had formerly been a soldier and an awful drunkard, and this 
wicked habit still clung to him. Drinking was his principal and 
favorite occupation. He was not much concerned about work, 
and frequently the children had no bread to eat. On a previous 
occasion the mother had experienced the goodness and power of 
St. Joseph, who delivered one of her children from a malady on 
the arm. 

“The unhappy woman therefore again had recourse to St. 
Joseph, and besought him for the conversion of her husband. She 
prayed to him, implored him, received Holy Communion for this 
intention, and asked the prayers of others. She began to notice 
a change for the better. She continued to pray with still greater 
confidence, with Still greater zeal. And behold, her husband 
began to work more steadily and was more exact about keeping 
Sunday. For a time it was feared that he would omit his 
confessions altogether, but later on of his own accord he com- 
menced to approach the sacraments quite regularly, in short, for 
the space of one and a half years, everything has been going 
well with this little family, and | have all hopes that the man 
will persevere.” C. A., Pastor of La G. 


we 


Words of St. Gertrude. Once on the feast of the Annuncia- 
tion, St. Gertrude had a vision of the Blessed Virgin, who revealed 
to her the glory of her Spouse, St. Joseph, in order to awaken in 
her a greater love for him and to encourage her to have confidence 
in his intercession. “I saw,” said the Saint, “heaven opened, and 
St. Joseph sitting upon a magnificent throne, and I felt myself 
wonderfully affected, when, éach time his name was mentioned all 
the Saints made a profound inclination towards him, testifying by 
the serenity and sweetness of their looks that they rejoiced with 
him on account of his exalted dignity.” 


“To restore all things in Christ.”— Pius X. 


“That the charity of Christ may prevail among men.”— 
Benedié&t XV. 














The Austrian Crown Prince and His Wife, or 
The Victims of Sarajevo. 
An Edifying Example for Every Christian Family. 





N June 28, 1914, the frightful news was flashed 
through every country: Archduke Francis Fer- 
dinand, heir to the throne of Austria, and his 
illustrious consort, Sophie of Hohenberg, have 
fallen victims to Servian assassins. All the world 

4x_~was horrified, and Austria mourned at the tomb 
of its brightest hopes. When the Holy Father Pius X. received the 
mournful news, he was so overpowered with grief that he swooned 
away. We wish to call our readers’ attention to a few traits of the 
beautiful Christian life that the archduke and his noble wife had 
led. 





Fidelity to Holy Church. 


A sublime ideal was ever present to the mind of the crown 
prince of Austria, viz.: A united, Catholic Austria. He was pene- 
trated by the thought that the ruler of Austria must hold firmly to 
the rock of Peter, and that the Catholic faith alone can link to- 
gether the different nations of the Danube into one united Christian 
empire. 
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Archduke Francis Ferdinand and his wife were penetrated 
by a deeply religious spirit. Never did they utter a word of dis- 
respect for the Church or the Pope. Often they had expressed the 
wish to pay a visit to the Holy Father to show him their esteem. 
However, as they found this impossible, they repeatedly sent 
representatives to Rome to assure the Vicar of Christ of their entire 
fealty, and to beg for his special blessing. 


A Man of Prayer. 


Upon a table near his bed, he kept a statue of the Mother 
of God and a rosary, also a beautiful crucifix upon which -was 
engraven the date when it had been blessed and enriched with 
indulgences by the Pope. 

“It is truly touching,” said the archduchess once to a priest, 
“how much time his imperial highness spends in devout prayer 
every evening, and how reverently he always kisses the crucifix.” 

The archduke was very fond of smoking. When Holy Thurs- 
day came round, he would say, “Ah, tomorrow it will be pretty 
hard.” For years, he would not touch a cigar on Good Friday, in 
honor of our suffering Savior. His example did not fail to produce 
its effect upon his children. Here is but one instance. On Good 
Friday, little Max, the nine year old prince, would not touch his 
dessert after dinner. His father asked him why he did not eat it. 
He replied, “It is Good Friday and I bring this little sacrifice to 
our Lord to thank Him for His sufferings.” The archduke tenderly 
drew him to his bosom, and encouraged him to continue to practice 
such love and sacrifice for Jesus. 

He never commenced a day without saying his morning 
prayer, nor did he ever retire before saying a devout prayer for the 
night. Both morning and evening prayers were said kneeling. 
Every day the archduke and his family assisted at Mass, and he 
never missed Mass on Sundays and holydays on account of busi- 
ness or when on journeys. He was accustomed, whenever he 
pronounced the words “Thy will be done” in the Our Father, to 
genuflect. In this the deceased ruler manifested in a simple and 
beautiful manner his perfect self-surrender to the will of God. 

His imperial highness took particular delight in beautiful mon- 
Strances; he ordered some artistic monstrances to be made and 
presented them to various churches and convents of Perpetual 
Adoration. 

The archduke and his family celebrated Easter at Miramare, 
and all received the sacraments. One evening the chaplain said 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 249 


to the archduke and his wife, “Your Highness, I have discovered 
an excellent evening prayer.” 

“What is it?” asked the archduke. 

“It consists of three points,” replied the priest: 

1. “To excite in our hearts a sincere sorrow for all the sins 
of our whole life. 

2. “To pardon magnanimously all our enemies for love of 
God. 

3. “To resign ourselves entirely into the hands of Divine 
Providence according to the wish of Pius X. and say: Lord, I am 
ready to die when Thou wilt, wherever Thou wilt, and in what- 
soever manner Thou wilt.” 

The archduchess took her memorandum and said, “Will your 
Reverence kindly dictate these three points to me?” and she 
wrote them down. We may be assured that from this day forward 
these points were ever taken into consideration at their evening 
prayer. 

Solicitude for the House of God. 


As faithful children of the Church, the imperial couple had 
provided that in all their castles the chapel should be beautifully 
furnished. The Blessed Sacrament was always reserved there, and 
daily the sacrifice of the Mass was celebrated, at which the arch- 
duke and his family assisted regularly. 

On Sundays.and holydays they had two Masses, in order that 
the members of their household could also comply with their 
obligations. The altar, which was kept decorated with plants and 
flowers, wore a festive appearance. The chaplain had been asked 
to address a few words to the assembly on Sundays after the 
Gospel. It happened repeatedly that the priest treated his subject 
in a rather animated manner. After Mass, the archduke, in his 
soldier-like way of expression would sometimes say to the chaplain, 
“Today, Father, you thundered; it was good, very good!” 

In the magnificent park of the castle, Konopischt, the arch- 
duke had the stations erected. In the center of the park there 
Stood a large cross. Near the pond on the castle grounds, the 
archduke, at the request of his wife, had a chapel built in honor 
of the Sacred Heart, which was often visited by the noble couple 
and their children. They likewise had a little forest chapel erected 
in honor of St. Joseph. As soon as it was finished, the birds 
commenced to build nests over the door, which afforded much 
pleasure to the archduke and his children. 
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How highly these noble parents esteemed the sign of the cross, 
may be concluded from the fact that both were accustomed to 
bless themselves reverently, making the sign of the cross slowly 
and devoutly on forehead, mouth and breast. Every morning and 
evening the parents gave the children their blessing, and when- 
ever they went on a journey. 


The Center of the Religious Life. 


Christian, religious life is centered in the love and devotion 
to the Most Blessed Sacrament, and this devotion in particular 
characterized the life of this happy couple. In Prague and in 
Vienna they established the Perpetual Adoration. They took a 
special interest in the monastery of the Perpetual Adoration at 
Bozen, belonging to the Fathers of the Blessed Sacrament. 

A memorial of royal magnanimity is the foundation of the 
convent of Perpetual Adoration at Hall, Tyrol. On July 20, 1914, 
Dr. Waiz of Feldkirch, blessed the new Benedictine convent at Hall, 
which the Austrian crown prince, Francis Ferdinand, had erected 
from his own private means. The nuns of the convent at Hall 
have the obligation to keep up the Perpetual Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament for the spiritual benefit of all personal and 
political enemies of the archduke and his wife, that God may repay 
with good all the evil they have done or intended to do to his own 
person and to his wife, and to grant their enemies the grace of 
life eternal. The unhappy murderers seemed to share in the benefit 
of this royal request. — What magnanimous, what Christian, what 
truly kingly sentiments this worthy man had nourished! 

He and his family approached the sacraments every Thursday 
and Saturday, as well as every first Friday of the month in honor 
of the Sacred Heart. 

The last general Communion of the parents and children, 
with the tutors and several officials took place on the feast of the 
Sacred Heart, June 19, 1914, at the eight o’clock Mass. At nine 
o’clock there was a second Mass and sermon and Benediction, at 
which the archduke and his family again assisted. In the afternoon 
at five o’clock, all visited the Sacred Heart chapel in the park, 
where Rev. P. Fischer, S.J., made an address which was followed 
by a short devotion and consecration to the Sacred Heart. After 
that his imperial highness remained yet a long time kneeling and 
absorbed in prayer. 

On the day of his departure for Bosnia and directly before 
Starting on his journey, the archduke went to the chapel and 
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prayed before the Blessed Sacrament longer than usual. On June 
28th, the day of his death, he and his wife and two nuns from 
the convent of St. Augustine assisted at Mass together. On this 
occasion the nuns had observed that the archduke repeatedly and 
with singular anxiety kept gazing at the picture of the Mother of 
God, Mater admirabilis, although it hung on the side wall. He 
seemed to have a presentiment of what was going to befall him 
and therefore seemed to implore help of the Heavenly Mother. 

When the physicians washed the body of the crown prince, 
they found about his neck a little golden chain to which a scapular 
medal was attached and several other medals. These he took with 


him to the grave. 
United in Love. 


On June 30, 1900, a noble bridal pair stood before the altar 
of the chapel of the castle in Reichstadt, Bohemia. Archduke 
Francis Ferdinand was united in the bonds of holy matrimony to 
the youthful countess, Sophie Chotek. Their union for life was so 
strong and faithful, so pure and happy, that it may truly be called 
an ideal model for a Christian family. Fourteen years later, on 
June 28, 1914, both were united in death. It was God’s dispen- 
sation that both should complete their life’s work together. 

The touching words which the archduke addressed to Cardinal 
Csernoch, primate of Hungary, shortly before he started on his 
journey for Sarajevo, testify to his happy life in the family circle. 
The archduke spoke to the new cardinal with affection about his 
wife and family, his deeply penetrating eyes the while sparkling 
with serenest happiness. “Your Eminence,” he said, “I have 
often experienced that there are certains things in one’s life, which, 
if we had to repeat, we would do differently. But if I were to get 
married again, I would act exactly as I have done. I tell you with 
joy that I am a happy man. When, after the long and weari- 
some labors of the day, I return to my family, and I find my wife 
engaged at some needle-work and surrounded by my children 
playing happily, I leave all my cares behind me, and can scarcely 
contain all the happiness I experience. This picture of an affec- 
tionate, loving family, your Eminence ought to see.” 


Mutual Attention and Consideration. 


Mutual attention and consideration were the guiding stars 
of this noble family life. Archduchess Sophie, wholly forgetful of 
self, lived exclusively for her husband and children. Often it 
appeared as though she were making it an actual study how to 
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make life as pleasant and agreeable for her husband as possible; 
she was careful to keep out of his way anything that might in 
the least disturb him. The rooms were arranged the way it best 
pleased him, the table was spread in the manner that he preferred, 
and it was always left to him to decide how the time should be 
divided for the following day. All her cares and labors were 
directed to her husband’s welfare. The archduke soon perceived 
what a treasure his noble wife was for him, and he was filled with 
admiration and respect for her and willingly listened to her well 
considered suggestions and ideas. She was a highly intelligent 
woman whose wise counsels he might well follow. 

The brightest sky, however, has its clouds, and a married 
life may be ever so happy, still there may be an occasional 
difference of opinion. If the archduke was momentarily in a 
mood of ill humor, he knew how to conquer himself; a moment — 
and he was as kind and pleasant as before and never even alluded 
to the point in question. And on such occasions the archduchess 
understood perfectly the art of keeping silent, and it was just this 
admirable manner of keeping silence that so forcibly impressed 
his imperial highness. 

This union, so unspeakably tender and penetrated with warmest 
affection and mutual esteem, had its foundation in religion. Side 
by side they knelt at the holy table, and almost every day they 
were united in assisting at the holy Sacrifice. It was edifying to 
see the archduchess sometimes at Mass hand the prayer book to 
her husband, and call his attention to some specially beautiful 
and efficacious prayers. In the company of his friends, the arch- 
duke often remarked, “My love for religion and its practices is 
due to the influence of my wife.” 

As both loved each other in peace and in God, so both have 
been placed to rest together in the holy peace of God in the 
quiet vault of Artstetten. 


In Midst of Their Children. 


The deepest insight into the family life of this noble, imperial 
couple, is afforded us by the knowledge we have of the training 
of their children. 

The archduchess loved a simple manner of dress. She never 
permitted that her children be dressed showily or extravagantly, 
and their toys were less costly than those of the children of 
ordinary well-to-do families. 

In the morning, as soon as the children were dressed and 
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had said their morning prayer, they came to their parents and 
asked their blessing. Their Father and mother thereupon made 
the sign of the cross upon the forehead, mouth and breast of each 
of the three little ones. This was done with sacred earnestness. 

One of the chief cares of their parents was to train them to 
be grateful. From their tenderest age these children were trained 
to express thanks for every service however slight and for every 
gift. If a servant but sharpened a pencil for one of these princely 
children, their parents required that the pencil be accepted with 
a hearty “thank you.” They were also obliged to respond with 
thanks to every salutation. 

Whenever their parents went to the chapel of the castle, the 
children were allowed to accompany them. Usually all three 
knelt side by side in a bench, as devout and quiet as little angels. 
Had they looked around, or played or talked, they would have 
been severely reprimanded. How well these noble parents suc- 
ceeded in implanting their own deeply religious sentiments into 
the hearts of their children, may be concluded from the following 
incident. 

A high church dignitary, who was present with the family 
immediately before the archduke and his wife started on their 
journey for Sarajevo, related with deep emotion that little Princess 
Sophie, referring to her parents’ departure said, “I will receive 
Holy Communion at Mass every day now, until your safe return, 
and will pray for you to our dear Lord.” At these words the 
archduke, his countenance beaming with joy, turned to the prelate 
and said, “Now, I fully realize the right and the prudence of the 
decree of the Holy Father concerning the frequent Communion 
of children.” 

First Holy Communion. 

The children’s first Holy Communion was a source of special 
joy for their parents. After a careful preparation on part of the 
chaplain and tutors, the child first received the sacrament of 
penance. In order that a great many persons might participate 
in the solemnity, the child personally invited the officers and 
servants also to receive Holy Communion on that occasion. The 
first communicant was then escorted to the chapel in procession. 
First came the priest and acolytes. Next followed the two other 
children of the family, each carrying a silk pillow, upon which 
were lying the prayer book and the rosary. After these walked 
the little first communicant carrying a candle, and finally the 
parents and relatives. 
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After Holy Communion the happy child was received by its 
parents with inexpressible love and affection and presented with 
precious gifts. On this day the little first communicant sat at the 
head of the table, the father at the right and the mother at the left. 

Besides fostering true piety, the illustrious archduchess took 
special care to preserve her children pure and innocent. “My 
house must be pure,” she said on one occasion. And in fact, 
there rested an unspeakable lustre of purity upon the family of 
the Austrian crown prince. 

The love which these noble parents cherished for their children 
was truly an ideal love. ‘My children are everything to me,” the 
archduke was wont to say. “Take good care of the children,” 
he said, whenever he started on a journey. “Sophie, do keep 
alive for the children’s sake,” were the last words of the fatally 


wounded victim. 
United in Death. 


It seemed as though this noble couple, who had always been 
united in joy and sorrow during life, could not part from each 
other even in death. Previous to their departure, the archduchess 
was strongly advised not to expose herself to the dangerous 
journey. She, however, preferred to remain at her husband’s 
side, faithful unto death. According to the testimony of a court 
official, after the first unsuccessful attempt was made on their 
lives, the archduke said to his wife, “I beg you, dear Sophie, return 
immediately to our castle at Ilidze, and await me. there.” In a 
sorrowful and anxious tone the noble woman replied, “I will 
remain with you, Francis, I will not leave you! Wherever you 
are, there I wish to be!” — And when the bullet of the Servian 
assassin was aimed at her husband’s head, his heroic wife tried 
to protect him with her own life, until presently she, too, was 
fatally struck. Her trembling hands reached up to his throat. 
It seemed as though she wished to hold shut the fatal wound 
from which the blood was continually spurting forth. But she 
sank back powerless with the moaning cry, “My God, My God!” 

How beautifully little Princess Sophie expressed herself after 
receiving the terrible message of the death of her dearly beloved 
parents. After weeping a long time, and finally becoming com- 
forted by pure and holy sentiments, she said, “God arranged that 
papa and mamma be taken from us at the same time, because 
papa could not live without mamma, nor mamma without papa.” 

In simple words we have portrayed the truly happy and 
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Christian family life of the most exalted family in the Catholic 
world. May it do untold good and be for the edification of many. 


Touching Telegram of Emperor William and the Empress. 


On the day of the assassination the following telegram was 
sent by the emperor and empress of Germany to Princess Sophie, 
eldest child of the murdered parents: “We can scarcely find words 
to express to you, dear children, how our hearts are bleeding for 
you at the thought of your unspeakable sorrow. Scarcely fourteen 
days ago we spent such happy hours together with you and 
your parents, and now to behold you plunged into such inex- 
pressible grief! The blessing of your parents goes beyond the 
grave! William I. R. and Victoria.” 


wee 


Letter of Emperor Francis Joseph 
to the Children. 





LL Catholic Austria looks today with sincere veneration 

upon their pious and noble emperor, Francis Joseph, who 

all his lifetime had nothing more at heart than peace 
among his nations. In the course of his long reign, Divine Provi- 
dence placed upon his shoulders many and heavy crosses, which 
he bore with admirable patience. We need but recall the sudden 
and unfortunate death of his son; the frightful murder of the em- 
press at Geneva; the horrible assassination of the crown prince 
and his excellent wife on June 28, 1914; and finally the terrible 
war with Russia and Servia. 

The emperor is known for his truly childlike piety, and loving 
affection for children. In this time of sorrow and tribulation, 
the aged and noble emperor addressed an affectionate letter to 
the children of his realm, asking for their prayers. His touching 
letter reads as follows: 

“Standing on the brink of the grave, I address myself to 
you, beloved children, and I do this for several reasons. In the 
first place, you have always been my joy, my comfort, yea, often 
in the distressing hours of my long life, you have been the sole 
comfort, the sole joy of your king and emperor. When looking 
upon you, a ray of sunshine would fall upon the shadows that 
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encompassed me. You, dear children, are nearest to the heart of 
your emperor, you are the blossoms of my empire, the glory of 
my people, the blessing of their future. 

“But you are dearest not only to your king and emperor, you 
are also dearest to One before whom even the mightiest of this 
world are but helpless creatures — you are dearest to God, our 
Lord. In your eyes still sparkles the light of the morning of 
life, you are yet surrounded by paradise and heaven. God is 
all-powerful, in His hands lie the destinies of all nations. All 
things bow to His will, He directs the course of the stars and the 
ways of men. 

“The only desire I still have, after a life so filled with sorrow 
as mine is, that the almighty hand of God may protect and pre- 
serve Austria-Hungary, may let it conquer its numerous enemies, 
and in victory grow strong for the honor and glory of God. This 
was my desire when in my youthful years, buoyant with fair 
hopes, I ascended the throne of my illustrious forefathers. It will 
be the desire which soon perhaps will pass from my dying lips 
as the last word of love and solicitude for my countries and my 
people. 

“God directs all things and in the manner He wills. We 
human beings can do nothing without His aid. As you, dear 
children, are dearest to God, your emperor and your king begs 
you to pray that God may bless us and our cause. God hears 
the prayers of the innocent because He loves them and beholds 
in them His own image. Therefore, you, little ones, and even 
you, the smallest ones, do not cease to raise your folded hands 
heavenward. If the children of the realm pray for their father- 
land, I know our star is in a good position. You will then par- 
ticipate in the victory and glory of the empire, for you have, by 
your prayers, drawn down God’s blessing upon our flag and our 
army. Dear children, do not forget the kingdom to which you 
belong here on earth, do not forget your aged emperor 

Francis Joseph, Imperator Rex.” 


REMARK.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 














SANTA BARBARA LINIMENT. 


An Excellent Remedy for 
Muscular Rheumatism and Neuralgia. 


{ Any one suffering from neuralgia or rheumatism con- 
tracted by a cold, which is frequently the case during the 
damp, chilly weather, will act prudently by at once using 
our Santa Barbara Liniment. 


{ This Liniment is to be used only externally. For forty 
years it has proved a most effective remedy for rheumatic 
pains, neuralgia and stiffness in muscles and joints. 


€ For these ailments, Santa Barbara Liniment cannot 
be surpassed, and as a rule, effects a speedy and perma- 
nent cure, if used according to directions and at the proper 
time. For ordinary attacks one bottle suffices, but very 
severe cases may need two bottles. 


4 We are in possession of many testimonials received 
during the last few years, expressing gratitude and ac- 
knowledging the efficaciousness of this Liniment. 


“| Every family ought to keep the Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment on hand as a home remedy, that it can be applied 
when any member has contracted rheumatism or neuralgia 
by a cold. 


€ Price per bottle $1.00. 


4 Can be procured genuine only from 
BENEDICTINE CONVENT, CLYDE, MO. 


HAART SIEMENS IED IEE IEE IEE IEE IEE IEEE II IIIA 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Published under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., 
by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


Issued in English and in German, eight times a year, viz.: Jan- 
uary, February, March, May, June, August, October, November. 


Subscription Price, per year 50 cents 
For Canada, Ireland and England 60 cents 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 











